IOO                         WHAT ABE THE JEWS

force, Shaftesbury, Owen, and William Morris did*
But it is the claim of religion that every one ** pre-
occupied with Righteousness ** shows the influence of
religion even while he may profess opposition to it.
For diverse reasons, then, the existence of* atheists **
among those who are called Jews does not supply any
cogent argument against the thesis that the Jews are a
people of religion,

A more serious argument can be drawn from the
attitude to religion of the majority of Jews* At best,
they seem to give it but a minor, very minor, place in
their lives. Individual Jews do not, on the whole,
appear to be in any way more religious than their
neighbours. They do not pray more, they do not
give God a larger or more dominating place in their
daily lives. When we look at the lives of individual
Jews, we cannot find any compelling evidence for the
statement that the Jews are a people of religion*

We might take refuge in the ancient doctrine of
"the Remnant". The prophet Isaiah, confronted
by a similar situation, yet holding unquestioningly the
belief that the Jews were the people of God, recon-
ciled the incompatibilities by evolving the conception
of the imperishable Remnant. The pious section of
Israel, though small, embodied the essential quality of
Jewish life and guaranteed its destiny. The Remnant